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When the Skunk Got Under the Church

A sister in one congregation related an amazing stomy wife. It seems that a skunk
(or two?) got into the crawl space under the chimalding. An exterminator was called
and he promptly killed the skunk. The problem weaes|eft it there. When everyone
showed up for the mid-week services, the smellseagverpowering that everyone got
nauseated. The smell remained on their clothirem efter they returned home. It sounds
humorous, but it must have been a real ordeal!

| wonder how many skunks get under churches. Pleegh under them and really
make themselves known. They leave such an efiatig it often carried away from the
church building upon the hearts, thoughts, andrfgelof church members.

PRIDE is a skunk that gets under churches. Is anytmaoge offensive than self-centered egotism?
It keeps people from admitting their mistakescaltises prejudice and haughtiness. God hates pride
(Proverbs 8:13). Pride produces dishonor (Proveih), strife (Proverbs 13:10), and destruction
(Proverbs 16:18). Pride is a skunk!

GOSSIPis a skunk that gets under churches. It is hatitof the heart. Every word that comes off
the tongue of a gossip is foul! God hates it, iamdins good churches (Proverbs 11:13). | imagfimens
people off, too!

PETTINESS is a skunk that gets under churches. Bickeringaaigding over the smallest matters
Is an embarrassment to faithful Christians, a bagakfor the church’s reputation, and a rank reerind
that a spiritual skunk is perched beneath the serfditing and devouring is a dangerous business
(Galatians 5:15).

LUKEWARMNESS is a skunk that gets under churches. The wishysywvasmcommitted spirit of
the Laodiceans nauseated God (Revelation 3;16)envdchurch just comes to keep house and is not in-
volved, what a stench the church becomes to themwonty. A ho-hum attitude is a skunk that getsamd
churches.

We need to exterminate the skunks by removing tlhem the church and ridding ourselves of all
attitudes and actions inconsistent with the wilGdirist. We are to draw all men to Christ (cf. 3dl2:32;
Daniel 12:2) rather than repel lost sinners or okbnethren (cf. Acts 13:8). What kind of impressare
you leaving on others? Babylon of old was in tleubonsequently, God said, “Its stench shall come
and its ill savor shall come up” (Joel 2:20). Mag learn from them, deciding instead to send up to
heaven, and out toward others, “the savor of hisedge in every place” (2 Corinthians 2:14).
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
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Greeters

3+ & &
n 6<
A &2 76<l!
# A#

> 2 $34?(<636/4?
D 92 $347?(<63 3<3/
M 2 #
1 && 7

Attendance Phillips, Sam Dunbar, Rick Dunbar, Gary
WEDNESDAY

Date July 23, 2008 July 30, 2008 August 6, 2008

lAnnouncements  |[Kaufman, Steve Lemley, Bill Kaufman, Steve

Song Leader Hesslerode, Breck Hill, Charles Hill, Eric

July 20, 2008 July 27, 2008 August 3, 2008
Announcements  |[Kaufman, Steve Lemley, Bill Kaufman, Steve cC 2cC &
@ +
Opening Prayer Lyons, Larry Wells, Mike Farnsworth, Bill cC 210
- C 32+
Song Leader Barnhouse, Lee Hesslerode, Breck Hill, Charles B
Serve Table Lemley, Bill Reynolds, Rob Bargeloh, Richard
Fleak, Evan Maul, Kevin Knotts Brian 315 @
Phillips, Sam Cooper, Jim Fleak, Ron C 2B#0+ !
Shuman, Bob Cowan, Charles Hesslerode, Braden c 2" 0! C#
Tallman, Kenny Cowan, Jim Hesslerode, Breck C 2@ 0A& @
\Winans, Gary Dunbar, Gary Hill, Eric
Camp, Randy Fleak, Mike Kaufman, Kyle :
Campbell, Mike Tallman, Kenn Midkiff, Do :
P Y i, Don June Average /|
Scripture Dunbar, Rick Kemenah, Keith Dunbar, Gary Attendance @‘ :
Closing Prayer Fleak, Ron Lynch, Bob Hofmann, Chris Sunday WOI’Ship
Attendance Lawson, Pete Phillips, Sam Lawson, Pete Goal - 180'
Sunday PM
Announcements  |[Kaufman, Steve Lemley, Bill Kaufman, Steve
Opening Prayer Reynolds, Rob Dunbar, Rick Cooper, Jim 5 2 .
+2
Song Leader Barnhouse, Lee Hesslerode, Breck [Hill, Charles +2
Serve Table Smith Bob Ingram, Tim Martin, Steve
| *
Closing Prayer McClain, Jerry Southern, Rusty Hunt, Camden | C(ZN
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Opening Prayer

Cooper, Jim

Lawson, Pete

IArmstrong, Bob

Attendance Hofmann, Chris Dunbar, Rick Hofmann, Chris
July 20, 2008 July 27, 2008 August 3, 2008
Blood Pressure McClain, Sandy Dixon, Kevin Fleak, Kelly
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